ost women who are infertile as a result of fallopian-tube occlusion have never been diagnosed as having sexually transmitted diseases. In a recent study of 283 women with tubal-factor infertility, 84% had no history consistent with an upper-genital-tract infection. However, the degree of tubal damage in asymptomatic women was as severe as in women with symptomatic tubal infections. The involvement of Chlamydia trachomatis (CT) in tubal damage was indicated by the greatly increased prevalence of antibodies to this organism in women with asymptomatic tubal infertility. 2' This article focuses on the experimental data consistent with the hypothesis that a long-term, undetected, asymptomatic CT infection of the female genital tract both induces tubal damage and interferes with the early stages of pregnancy through an autoimmune mechanism. Table 2 .
PROBLEMS IN DETECTION OF ASYMPTOMATIC CT INFECTION
Only through the education of patients and health-care providers coupled with the identification and prompt, effective treatment of asymptomatic female and male carriers of CT genital-tract infections can we hope to diminish the incidence of CT-associated infertility and pregnancy complications.
